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LAS VEGAS METRO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

As your 2019 Chairman, I made the commitment to you, my fellow Chamber members, that the Las Vegas 
Metro Chamber of Commerce would be your steadfast champion and defender at the State Legislature. 
The Metro Chamber was in Carson City every day during the legislative session, making sure your interests 
were represented to state policy makers. 

In the opening days of the legislative session, the Metro Chamber released its legislative priorities, “Why 
Employers Matter”, which focused on our efforts to ensure that legislation passed would not deter the 
hiring of Nevadans for good paying jobs or slow economic growth. We also advocated to ensure that 
investments were made in Southern Nevada to help our region expand, develop our workforce, and 
diversify our economy.

As the “Voice of Business”, the Metro Chamber promoted legislation that would help businesses thrive 
and create jobs. Time and time again throughout the legislative session, the Metro Chamber stood up 
against policies that would increase the cost of doing business, harm job creation, and hinder economic 
prosperity for our members, Nevada’s employers and their employees. The health of the entire State 
depends upon the success of our business community.

The Metro Chamber’s mission was to eliminate as many bad proposals as possible and mitigate provisions 
that would adversely impact business in bills that moved forward. With more than 1,100 bills introduced, 
the Metro Chamber tracked 549 bills and testified on 130 bills. The Metro Chamber, as the State’s 
leader in the business community, once again maintained the most comprehensive portfolio of bills this 
legislative session, engaging on a variety of issues such as education, workforce development, workers’ 
compensation, healthcare, taxation, economic development, business climate and legal issues, we do this 
to ensure that we are protecting you in our State Capitol. 

The Metro Chamber also helped to move Southern Nevada forward by advocating for the passage of key 
Southern Nevada Forum priorities, such as construction for the College of Southern Nevada and Nevada 
State College Health Sciences Building and the Nevada State College Education Building. These building 
initiatives will help train more healthcare workers and educators, which will address workforce needs in 
the education and healthcare sectors and bolster economic growth. These projects will help transform 
Las Vegas into a “World Class City”. 

The Metro Chamber also helped pass a new modernized funding formula for K-12 education that will 
allocate more funding to Clark County School District for the benefit of more than 300,000 students in 
Southern Nevada. Our future is directly tied to their success and we need to ensure our students succeed.

While the 2019 Legislature has concluded, I want to close by thanking you for your engagement this
legislative session and support. I am proud of the unified voice that we were able to have in Carson City 
from Nevada’s business community. 

TERRY SHIREY Chairman, Board Of Trustees

Sincerely, 
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United. Committed. Stronger. That is how I would summarize the legislative session for the Las Vegas 
Metro Chamber of Commerce and Nevada’s business community. The Metro Chamber worked tirelessly 
on your behalf during the 120-day session, tracking bills, meeting with lawmakers, testifying on how 
legislation would help or harm our businesses, and staying vigilant about proposals that may impact you. 

The Metro Chamber took its responsibility as the “Voice of Business” very seriously. The Metro Chamber’s 
job in the State Legislature was to be your voice, to share the impacts potential legislation would have had 
on your ability to meet payroll, create and retain jobs, and operate a viable business. We made sure that 
lawmakers understood what it means to be a small business and the unique challenges and opportunities 
that they face at the local, state and federal levels of government.

There were several issues in front of the legislature that were designed to tackle challenges to help our 
community grow and thrive. Education, once again, was an important topic of discussion, with proposals 
addressing K-12 education funding, higher education governance, and investments in health sciences 
and medical education in Southern Nevada. The Metro Chamber played a pivotal role in securing these 
investments and I would like to thank Governor Steve Sisolak and state lawmakers for their support of 
these projects.

The Metro Chamber has long advocated for legislation that will enhance education at every level in our 
State. The Metro Chamber championed several K-12 education programs that will help the Clark County 
School District better serve our students. We also successfully advocated for the joint health sciences 
building between Nevada State College and College of Southern Nevada, the education building at Nevada 
State College, and the new engineering building at UNLV. These buildings are important to transforming 
our community into a “World Class City”.

Throughout the session, the Metro Chamber leadership and government affairs team continuously worked 
with Governor Sisolak, state policy makers, and legislators. The open communication and engagement 
were essential to us working together for a stronger and better Nevada. These relationships are a testament 
to the strength and respect of the Metro Chamber in Carson City.  The Metro Chamber also led the charge 
with community leaders and other business and trade organizations to ensure, as much as possible, there 
was a clear and unified voice on matters important to Nevada. We are stronger as a business community 
because of these efforts. 

And, you, our members, were instrumental in the remarkable progress that was made in mitigating 
harmful legislation and advocating for legislation that supports Nevada’s employers and employees. You 
responded to our surveys, answered the Metro Chamber’s calls to action, contacted your legislators, 
stayed up-to-date on the issues, and provided us with useful feedback and information along the way. We 
also had the largest delegation of businesses leader during our Legislative Day in Carson City.

We value you and deeply appreciate your membership.  As President and CEO, you have my pledge that 
we will always be your champion and your strongest advocate in Carson City. 

MARY BETH SEWALD President and CEO

Sincerely, 
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At the beginning of the legislative session, the Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce shared with you, our 
members, that Nevada was at a major crossroads and that the state’s business community had to rise to the 
occasion. We made the commitment to work together to ensure that Nevada’s businesses were not harmed 
with additional burdens such as new taxes, regulations, and requirements. We recognized that we had to 
protect our small businesses and support initiatives that would foster economic growth in Southern Nevada. 
We knew this would not be an easy task, but we knew that we would persevere. For those policy debates, 
the Metro Chamber was at the forefront in Carson City representing you, our members, every day.

I want to thank our Government Affairs Committee members for their leadership during the 2019 Legislative
Session. As representatives of our broad-based and diverse membership, their insights and engagement 
has been invaluable to developing and promoting the Metro Chamber’s policy positions as we saw with the 
release of “Why Employers Matters” and “Why Education Matters to Employers”. These thought-provoking 
policy pieces helped shaped the policy discussions in Carson City with state lawmakers. The Metro Chamber 
is committed to shaping Nevada’s public policy based on fair and balanced research, data and analytics. We 
do this in our desire to ensure that Nevada is a place where employers will be able to grow and succeed in 
their business endeavors.

We also appreciate you, our members, for participating and lending your voice when asked to support
the Metro Chamber’s advocacy efforts to either stop adverse legislation or amend legislation in order to 
mitigate our concerns. Your engagement allowed us to successfully make changes to employment laws, 
reduce legislative impact, and significantly change the proposed mandatory paid sick leave. 

The Metro Chamber’s involvement had a direct and significant impact on protecting Nevada’s employers 
during the legislative session to ensure that the state’s business climate will continue to be one that strengthens 
the economy and spurs economic development efforts. This was a result of the ongoing commitment by the 
Metro Chamber to protect you every day in Carson City. As the state’s “Voice of Business”, we lead the 
efforts to ensure that policy makers understand how legislation can impact a business. 

We know that we must continue our advocacy efforts because our work is not done in protecting Nevada’s 
business community and being your champion in the State Legislature. As a fellow Chamber member, I ask 
you to continue to support the Metro Chamber’s efforts to keep the business community’s priorities front 
and center by contributing to BizPAC, the Metro Chamber’s bipartisan political action committee. BizPAC 
allows us to amplify your voice and help elect pro-prosperity candidates at the state and local levels. Help 
us continue to do good and successful work by investing in BizPAC. Your financial support today will send 
a strong message and help ensure the continuity of our efforts. You can make your contribution today by 
going to LVChamber.com.

We hope employers, employees, lawmakers, and all interested parties find this state legislative report 
useful as a summary of the state policy priorities and positions of Nevada’s business community during the 
2019 Legislative Session. It is my belief that this legislative session demonstrated a business community 
committed to working in consensus and in partnership to achieve a higher quality of life for all Nevadans. We 
as, Nevada’s employers, are united. 

HUGH ANDERSON Board of Trustees-Vice Chairman Government Affairs

Sincerely, 
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HUGH ANDERSON Board of Trustees-Vice Chairman Government Affairs

FULL PAGE PHOTO
CARSON CITY (PREVIOUS)

First Row (L-R): Terry Shirey, Erica Valdriz, Mary Beth Sewald and Paul Moradkhan. 
Second Row (L-R): Will Ochoa, Carlos Fernandez, Hugh Anderson, Sallie Doebler and Cara Clarke.
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The Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce is Nevada’s largest and most 
broad-based business association. The Metro Chamber has a long and robust 
tradition of advocating and engaging as Nevada’s leading business association 
in Carson City. Our policy objectives are based on sound public policy, research 
data, and objective analysis. 

Prior to the start of the 2019 Legislative Session, the Metro Chamber renewed its 
commitment to protect laws and policies that support business and job growth 
and do not detract from our overall economic climate. The Metro Chamber 
played an important role on behalf of its members as the leading business 
association in Nevada.

The following summary is a synopsis of key legislation and other business- related 
laws in which the Metro Chamber was actively involved in Carson City, and 
identifies their associated impact on the business community. These legislative 
priorities were based on the principles of preserving a business climate where 
all businesses can succeed and thrive; advocate and pursue public policies 
that will nurture economic development, growth and job creation; and support 
policies that will promote entrepreneurship, support small business success, 
and spur job creation.

By the Numbers:

Number of Bills Introduced: 1,102

Number of Resolutions Introduced: 55

Number of Bills Monitored by the Metro Chamber: 549

Number of Bills Testified on by the Metro Chamber: 130

Number of Bills Signed by the Governor: 635

Number of Bills Vetoed by the Governor: 3

WORKING FOR YOU



7

ADVOCACY. PARTNERSHIP. RESOURCES.

K-12 Education - 8

Higher Education - 16

Healthcare - 22

Improving & Protecting the Business Climate - 26

Legislative Day and Reception Photo Gallery - 42

Economic Development - 44

State & Local Governance Reform & Transparency - 48

Infrastructure & Transportation Investment - 60

Taxes - 64

Government Affairs Committee - 69

TABLE OF CONTENTS



8

LAS VEGAS METRO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

K-12 EDUCATION 

The Metro Chamber has a long history of supporting education reform and 
initiatives at the state and local level for the betterment of students and 
employers. Improving the quality of K-12 education is paramount to the 
economic development and diversification of our state. Over the years, the 
Metro Chamber has advocated for reforms to improve K-12 achievement, 
including more funding for English Language Learner programs, Read by Grade 
Three, and STEM/STEAM education.

A robust statewide K-12 educational system is necessary to provide a strong 
foundation for Nevada’s competitive business climate. It is also important that 
state funds are allocated to targeted programs with robust accountability 
standards that support increasing student achievement.

The Metro Chamber also engaged in K-12 initiatives regarding teacher pipeline 
development, teacher recruitment, and funding proposals. The Metro Chamber 
is committed to ensuring that K-12 funds continue to be dedicated to help 
improve success among all of Nevada’s students. It is for that reason that the 
Metro Chamber advocated for the Pupil Centered Funding Plan, which is a 
modernization of The Nevada Plan, the state’s K-12 funding formula, which had 
not been updated since 1967.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 237: 
Revises provisions governing the reimbursement of certain out-of-pocket 
expenses for teachers and other educational personnel
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Connie Munk 
 
AB 237 would have established the “Teachers’ School Supplies Reimbursement Account” to which the 
Nevada Department of Education can apportiate funds annually to allow for up to $250 per certain 
educational personnel for reimbursement of classroom supplies purchased out of pocket. The Metro 
Chamber supported the efforts to reimburse certain educational personnel for a portion of their out of 
pocket expenses and supported the ability of the Nevada Department of Education to apply for grants 
to assist in funding this account. 
 
Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Ways and 
Means. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
 

ASSEMBLY BILL 289:  
Revises provisions relating to the subject area of reading
Sponsor: Assemblyman Tyrone Thompson  
 
AB 289, as originally written, would have changed provisions of the Read By Grade 3 education 
program, which requires 3rd grade students to be able to read at a specified level of proficiency or 
potentially be held back a year. The Metro Chamber was initially opposed to AB 289, as the Metro 
Chamber supported the original education reform measure passed in 2015 and supported certain 
accountability measures tied to education dollars and programs. However, AB 289 was amended to 
focus on support services for underperforming students and additional remedial measures that can be 
taken in conjunction with parents before students can be held back. The Metro Chamber removed its 
opposition from the bill based on the adopted amendments. 
 
Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 11, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 17, Nays: 4
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.
 

ASSEMBLY BILL 459: 
Expands certain reporting requirements relating to the performance and 
achievement of pupils
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Education
 
AB 459 would have expanded the accountability information that the Nevada Department of Education 
must collect, store and make available for public review. AB 459 drilled into several demographic 
categories, as well as student graduation rates. The Metro Chamber supports quality education options 
as a vital component of workforce readiness and development, as well as an important portion of the 
Nevada economy. AB 459 would have facilitated greater accountability in education, a priority of the 
Metro Chamber.
 
Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.                  
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Education. 
As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 462:
Revises provisions relating to charter schools
Sponsor: Assemblyman Tyrone Thompson

AB 462, as originally drafted, would have prohibited the opening of additional Charter Schools through 
January 1, 2021. The bill also prohibited the expansion or growth of existing charter schools, with no 
exception for 4 or 5 star rated institutions. As charter schools currently serve a significant portion of the 
student population; approximately 10% statewide, and with Nevada’s teacher shortage, the Metro Chamber 
was opposed to this bill as originally written. As amended, the bill removed the language prohibiting new 
school openings or expansions and replaced it with requirements for managing performance and growth. 
The Metro Chamber supports accountability across all educational institutions and removed its opposition 
with the inclusion of the new language.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 37, Nays: 4, Excused: 1                  
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 3, 2019. 
 

SENATE BILL 84: 
Establishes a program to award grants to support prekindergarten 
programs
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Finance

SB 84 establishes a program to award grants to school districts, charter schools and nonprofit organizations 
to support prekindergarten programs. Additionally, SB 84 provides standards that programs must meet 
to qualify for these grants to ensure that the dollars are allocated to support quality prekindergarten 
options. The Metro Chamber supported SB 84 as it is a Southern Nevada Forum priority.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 89:
Makes various changes relating to education
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Education

SB 89 would revise the annual reporting requirements for K-12 education. The bill would require that the 
annual reports present the information in a manner that would allow for the disaggregation of information 
by certain categories of students. The bill would update requirements on plans for student achievement 
including methods of evaluating and improving the student climate. The bill also addresses student safety 
reporting and would require the Governor to appoint a committee on statewide school safety and to 
review recommendations. The Metro Chamber supported the bill because of accountability measures and 
the data that would be collected and reported for a better understanding of what is occurring in regard 
to student achievement.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SNP
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SENATE BILL 99:
Creates a task force to study certain issues relating to the profession of 
teaching
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Education

SB 99 would have created a task force to study the challenges of teacher recruitment and retention 
and make suggestions for improve in both areas. Specifically, the task force was intended to study the 
creation of separate tiers of licenses or endorsements for a teacher based on scope of practice and 
experience of the teacher. The Metro Chamber testified in support of this bill, as the creation of this task 
force would have been a good first step toward addressing the teacher shortage in Clark County and 
Nevada as a whole.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Legislative 
Operations and Elections. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative 
session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 100: 
Revises provisions relating to the licensure and employment of veterans, 
military personnel and their spouses in the public schools of this State
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Education

SB 100 requires the expedited processing of teaching licenses for spouses of military service members as 
well as requiring school districts to consider veteran transcripts to satisfy qualifications for open positions 
within the districts. The Metro Chamber supported expediting teacher licensure as an additional way to 
address the shortage faced by Clark County and the state as a whole. Additionally, the Metro Chamber 
supported the additional employment opportunities provided to veterans and their families under this bill.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 133: 
Makes an Appropriation for Educational Leadership Training Programs
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Finance

SB 133 would have made an appropriation to Clark County School District to match District funds for 
leadership training programs. Education and future workforce development are Chamber priorities, and 
early leadership training has been shown to have positive results in both job market readiness and future 
higher education success. The Metro Chamber supported SB 133 and the goal of continuing leadership 
training in Clark County schools.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because by the Senate Committee on Finance rescinded their action. As a 
result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
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SENATE BILL 139:
Creates the Program to Develop Leadership Skills for Public School Pupils
Sponsor: Senator Scott Hammond

SB 139 would have authorized the funding for school districts utilizing leadership development programs 
for students. The bill specified several example programs that helps prepare them with life skills for the job 
market and higher education. Providing districts with additional funding for leadership training can results 
in higher quality education and more positive outcomes for students graduating into the workforce and 
pursuing higher education, therefore the Metro Chamber supported this bill.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Education. As 
a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 313:
Revises provisions relating to computer literacy and computer science 
education
Sponsor: Senator Joyce Woodhouse 

SB 313 creates the Account for Training in Computer Literacy, allowing for teaching professionals seeking 
computer literacy instruction endorsements to apply for reimbursement of a portion of their certification 
costs. The Metro Chamber believes this is a good proactive step to encourage more teachers to seek 
certifications and endorsements in computer literacy, a vital area of education for the modern workforce. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 314: 
Revises provisions relating to education
Sponsor: Senator Joyce Woodhouse

SB 314 establishes a State Seal of Financial Literacy, requires the Department of Education to establish 
Financial Literacy month and requires certain school districts to establish financial literacy curriculum as 
part of their career and technical education departments. The Metro Chamber supported the bill and its 
goal of improving financial literacy, which is both a vital life skill and an important skill in the workplace. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 376: 
Revises provisions relating to the Nevada Institute on Teaching and 
Educator Preparation
Sponsor: Senator Joyce Woodhouse 

SB 376 revises provisions relating to the Nevada Institute on Teaching and Educator Preparation by 
requiring the Institute to give priority in recruiting students from Nevada to participate in the Institute’s 
program for the education and training of teachers and identify opportunities to place students who 
complete the program in public schools throughout the State. The bill also directs the program to identify 
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a target number of students to recruit for the program each year. The Metro Chamber supported this bill 
as it another tool to help recruit and retain teachers in Nevada. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 19, Nays: 0, Excused: 2
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor. 
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 414: 
Increases the number of recipients of the Governor Guinn Millennium 
Scholarship Program
Sponsor: Senator Ben Kieckhefer

SB 414 increases the recipients who receive the Governor Guinn Memorial Millennium Scholarship from 
one student in the South and the North to two students in the South and in the North to whom the 
Board of Trustees of the College Savings Plans of Nevada is required to award the Memorial Scholarship 
each year. This scholarship provides funding for education students who are willing to commit to stay in 
Nevada to teach. The Metro Chamber supported the legislation as it helps address the teacher shortage 
in the State.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 0, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 451: 
Authorizes variable-length renewal of charter contracts
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Education

SB 451 authorizes charter school contracts to be renewed for a variable length of time based on school 
success and achievement. The bill incentivizes high performing charter schools by providing them with 
a longer contract of operation while providing a path forward for those institutions needing to improve. 
The Metro Chamber testified in support of this bill to continue our commitment to high quality education 
options for both parents and their children.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 0, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 453: 
Revises the eligibility requirements for the Governor Guinn Millennium 
Scholarship Program
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Education

SB 453 would raise the GPA requirement to maintain eligibility for the Governor Guinn Millennium 
Scholarship and would allow students to maintain funding for an additional semester of study rather 
than withholding scholarship funds for the student’s probationary period. The Metro Chamber testified in 
support of this bill as it provides a clear GPA requirement for students to follow and would allow a student 
to maintain their expected scholarship funding as they get through their scholarship probation period. 
The Metro Chamber supports the Millennium Scholarship program as it keeps Nevada’s students and their 
talent within our state.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 0, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2020.
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SENATE BILL 467: 
Revises provisions relating to education
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Education

SB 467 would extend the time that money may be appropriated from the legislature to operate Zoom 
Schools and Victory Schools program through the 2019-2021 biennium. The Metro Chamber has 
supported both programs since their establishment in the 2015 Legislative Session and continues to 
support it as both programs focus on student achievement in low-performing schools.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 12, 2019.

SENATE BILL 475: 
Revises provisions relating to the evaluation of educational employees and 
makes various other changes to provisions relating to education
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Education

SB 475 requires the development of an electronic tool for the statewide performance evaluation 
system for education employees and professionals. The bill reduces the pupil growth provision of the 
performance evaluation from 40% to 15%. The Metro Chamber opposed the bill as the Metro Chamber 
supported the original version of this legislation in 2015, which included a 50% pupil growth provision 
and came to a compromise in 2017 to lower the standard to 40%. The Metro Chamber believes in a 
strong education system comprised by quality teachers providing students with meaningful educational 
growth opportunities, the Metro Chamber opposed lowering the current percentage standard any 
further. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 35, Nays: 4, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 17, Nays: 4
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 543: 
Revises provisions relating to the funding of public school
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Finance 

SB 543 will modernize the State’s 52-year-old Nevada Plan, which currently funds the state’s K-12 
education system. SB 543 provides for greater transparency to Nevada’s education system, is student-
centered and offers solutions to our diverse student population throughout the state. The bill will create 
an 11-member commission that would be focused on management of the finances and funding of the 
new Student-Centered K-12 Funding Plan. The Commission will allow for greater transparency and more 
open dialogue about how the funding works and how those funds are distributed to meet the needs 
of students. The bill will require that school districts have ending-fund balance requirements of 16.6%, 
which will be vital the school districts to be stable financially. The new student-centered funding model 
will run concurrent with the existing Nevada Plan funding model to ensure there are no unintended 
consequences and to give school districts time to transition to the new model. The new funding 
formula will be implemented in 2021. The bill also includes hold harmless provisions in the legislation 
for Nevada’s rural districts. The bill preserves the funding for the current categorical allocations, which 
is also important and that the weighted funding and district ending fund balances will not be available 
for consideration in collective bargaining. The Metro Chamber supported the bill as it believes a stable 
education system allows for recruitment of future businesses, retention of current businesses, and the 
development of well-rounded workforce. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 34, Nays: 7, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 18, Nays: 3
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.
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(L-R) State Senator Mo Denis, State Senator Joyce Woodhouse, Sonny Vinuya , Ken Evans, Dr. Jesus Jara, 
Mary Beth Sewald, Punam Mathur and Peter Guzman gather with Governor Steve Sisolak  (seated, center) 
for the signing of Senate Bill 543, which modernizes Nevada’s K-12 funding plan. The bill was supported 
by the Metro Chamber along with other business associations and community leaders.
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HIGHER EDUCATION 

Transforming the role of higher education in Nevada is an important component 
to strengthening Nevada’s workforce and enhancing economic development 
initiatives throughout the State. 

The Metro Chamber has been a leader in elevating higher education in our State 
including advocating to build a joint health science building between Nevada 
State College and College of Southern Nevada, a new education building at 
Nevada State College and a new engineering building at the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas. These building projects will help address workforce development 
and capacity needs in the areas of healthcare, education and engineering in 
Southern Nevada.

One of the Metro Chamber’s top priorities this session was the successful 
passage of Assembly Joint Resolution 5, which if passed by Nevada’s voters 
in the November 2020, will remove the Board of Regents from the Nevada 
Constitution and eliminate confusion about who has responsibility of how higher 
education funds are allocated. By doing this, the Nevada Legislature and the 
Governor will have oversight over higher education, which will help align higher 
education with the needs of employers, as well as economic development goals. 
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ASSEMBLY BILL 155: 
Revises provisions governing the eligibility requirements for grants 
awarded under the Silver State Opportunity Grant Program
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Selena Torres

AB 155 addresses the criteria for a student to be awarded a scholarship under the Silver State Opportunity 
Grant program. AB 155 reduces the number of required credit hours per semester to receive the scholarship 
from 15 to 12 credits and makes an exception for students taking less than 12 credits in their final semester. 
The Metro Chamber supported AB 155 as non-traditional students and first generation college students 
will be most affected by the changes to the eligibility requirements and believe greater flexibility will help
them complete their degree programs.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 1, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 216:  
Requires the establishment of a database of information relating to funding 
opportunities for higher education and career advancement
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Jill Tolles

AB 216 requires the State Treasurer to establish a publicly accessible and searchable database of funding 
opportunities for higher education and career advancement. The bill authorizes the Treasurer’s office to 
seek grant money and accept donations and other sources of funding to cover the cost of establishing 
and maintaining this database. This bill also requires Nevada’s Attorney General to establish a program 
based on the data collected to help connect victims of domestic violence and human trafficking with 
the information regarding higher education opportunities. The Metro Chamber supported this legislation 
as it allows for continuing education and professional development of the workforce and potentially 
streamlines the process of seeking and applying for financial aid.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 541:  
Authorizes and provides funding for certain projects of capital 
improvements
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Ways and Means

AB 541 is the biennium bill that funds capital improvements throughout the State such as advance 
planning, construction and modernization of facilities that are owned and managed by the state. This bill 
specifically provides for the construction of Nevada State College’s- Education Building at $55.8 million 
and College of Southern Nevada/Nevada State College Health Sciences Building at $70.7 million. The 
Metro Chamber supported this bill as the construction of those academic buildings are important to 
addressing the shortages of teachers and healthcare workers in Southern Nevada. This bill was also a 
priority by the Southern Nevada Forum.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor. 
Effective Date: June 12, 2019.

SNP
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ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 5*: 
Amends the Nevada Constitution regarding higher education
Sponsor: Senator Joyce Woodhouse

The Metro Chamber is supportive of AJR 5 as part of the organization’s long-standing priorities relating 
to higher education governance reform.  The Metro Chamber supported this measure as well during the 
2017 Legislative Session. This resolution provides greater clarity between the Nevada System of Higher 
Education Board of Regents and the State Legislature by amending the Nevada State Constitution. The 
Metro Chamber believes that the passage of AJR5 is an important component to reforming the state’s 
higher education governance structure and its alignment to meeting the needs of today’s students and 
employers.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 36, Nays: 5, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Delivered to the Secretary of State. This resolution will be sent to the vote of the people in 
November 2020 since it is a proposed change to the State’s Constitution. It has passed through both the 
2017 and 2019 legislature as part of the ballot measure process.
Effective Date: Not Applicable.

SENATE BILL 44: 
Provisions relating to Unclaimed Property and the Governor Guinn 
Millennium Scholarship Fund
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Judiciary

SB 44 changes to Nevada’s Unclaimed Property Act including clarifying certain definitions pertaining to 
unclaimed property. The bill provides a means for data sharing between Nevada’s unclaimed property 
administrator and Nevada state agencies, which increases efficiencies between state agencies. SB44 also 
creates a dedicated funding source that helps sustain the Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship Fund, 
which is administered by the Office of Treasurer. The Metro Chamber was supportive of the technical 
changes to the unclaimed property provisions and efforts to help sustain the Millennium Scholarship Fund 
on behalf of Nevada’s students.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 17, Nays: 4
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 146: 
Revises the eligibility requirements for the Silver State Opportunity Grant
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Education

SB 146 would have changed the credit hour requirements that a student must complete to maintain 
the Silver State Opportunity Grant. This bill would have revised the requirements and allow students to 
complete 30 credit hours for the academic year. The Metro Chamber supported the original legislation 
that created the Silver State Opportunity Scholarship and supported this legislation that allows students 
some greater flexibility but still encourages the maintaining of a pathway to complete their degree.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Finance. As a 
result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not Applicable.
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SENATE BILL 255:
Revises provisions relating to education
Sponsor: Senator Dallas Harris

SB 255 established the Reconnect Scholarship, a program available to working adults attending community 
colleges in Nevada. The bill sets forward criteria for credit hours, GPA requirements and community 
service standards to qualify, along with amounts available to qualified candidates. The Metro Chamber 
supported this bill as it would have expanded opportunities for Nevadans that wish to continue their 
workforce education. 

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate. As a result, the bill received 
no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not Applicable.

SENATE BILL 350:
Revises provisions relating to Nevada Promise Scholarships
Sponsor: Senator Mo Dennis 

SB 350 expands opportunity for access to the already established Nevada Promise Scholarship. This 
bill gives awarding authority to the Nevada System of Higher Education Board of Regents and creates 
exemptions and provisions for otherwise qualified candidates to take leaves of absence from the program 
or temporarily lower certain requirements in exceptional circumstances such as the number of required 
community service hours from 20 hours to 8 hours per semester, the number of training meetings from 
two to one meetings and changes the deadline promise from state law to the Board of Regents. The 
Metro Chamber supported legislation in 2017 that created the Nevada Promise Scholarship and continues 
to support efforts to expand access to the Nevada Promise Scholarship and allow greater flexibility for 
students to stay eligible within the program.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 354:
Revises provisions relating to the Nevada System of Higher Education
Sponsor: Senator Joyce Woodhouse 

SB 354 would have revised the selection and membership of the Nevada System Board of Regents by 
reducing the number of Regents from thirteen to nine. The Metro Chamber supported the bill because of 
its longstanding position relating to governance reform in higher education.  

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: Yeas: 15, Nays: 6
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Legislative 
Operations and Elections. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative 
session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
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SENATE BILL 503:
Makes an appropriation for the continuation of the Nevada Promise 
Scholarship Program
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Finance  

SB 503 makes an appropriation from the State’s General Fund to the Nevada State Promise Scholarship 
Account. The scholarship program is designed to provide financial aid to Nevada students attending 
any of the state’s four community colleges: College of Southern Nevada, Great Basin College, Truckee 
Meadows Community College, or Western Nevada College. The Metro Chamber supported allocation for 
this program as it provides students the opportunity to pursue a degree in higher education. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 6, 2019.

SENATE BILL 528:
Makes appropriations to the Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health for research, 
clinical studies, operations and educational programs and to certain public 
entities for governmental administration
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Finance   

SB 528 as amended and passed included funds for the Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health and dollars for 
the first phase of construction for a new engineering building at UNLV. The Metro Chamber supported the 
bill as the construction of a new engineering building will provide students at UNLV with more classrooms, 
research space and labs. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 19, Nays: 1, Excused: 1 
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 13, 2019.

SENATE BILL 548: 
Makes an appropriation to the Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship Fund
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Finance 

SB 548 allocates $33 million from the State’s General Fund to the Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship 
Fund. The Metro Chamber supported this allocation to ensure the stability and solvency of the Millennium 
Scholarship Fund which helps Nevada’s high school graduates who meet requirement academic criteria 
attend Nevada’s public institutions of higher education.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 12, 2019.
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(L-R) Dana Bennet, Nevada Mining Association, Mary Beth Sewald, Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce, 
Mary Lau, Retail Association of Nevada and Virginia Valentine, Nevada Resort Association gather at the steps 
of the State Capitol Building following the taping of Metro Chamber’s tv show Like Nobody’s Business. 
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HEALTHCARE 

The Metro Chamber believes healthcare in Southern Nevada should be 
accessible, high quality, and promote the well-being of our community. In order 
to achieve this goal, the Metro Chamber’s long-term focus has been to grow 
the number of healthcare providers in Nevada, thus creating a more robust 
healthcare system available to both employers and employees. 

It is a necessary step to receive adequate funding from the State to ensure 
healthcare thrives for Nevada’s employers and employees. Legislative measures 
need to ensure our community has the ability to create focused solutions in 
offering and meeting the healthcare needs of Nevadans.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 317:
Revises provisions governing the licensing and operation of certain medical 
facilities
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Maggie Carlton

AB 317, as originally drafted, would have created a Certificate of Need process requirements for the 
construction of trauma centers by medical facilities. The bill was amended to remove the Certification 
of Need and instead create a review process. The bill transitions the process for trauma designation 
from the Southern Nevada Health District to Nevada’s Department of Health and Human Services. The 
bill will now require a unique identification number for all hospitals for tracking of patient entry points 
into the healthcare delivery system. The Metro Chamber opposed the bill as originally written, however, 
amendments were adopted that addressed many of the concerns with the bill that were raised by the 
healthcare industry.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 37, Nays: 4, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 348:
Makes various changes to prevent and track workplace violence at certain 
medical facilities
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Michelle Gorelow

AB 348, as introduced, would have resulted in significant changes to healthcare facilities such as hospitals 
and staffing requirements. The original version of the bill would have effectively mandated a nurse staffing 
ratio requirement, setting stringent and burdensome requirements on hospital staffing. The bill would have 
also mandated that all medical facilities create and implement a workplace safety plan under Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) act to mitigate workplace violence against nurses. The bill was 
amended and moves many issues to be defined in regulation by OSHA and allows hospitals to return to 
their previous ability to use a collectively bargained staffing committee. The Metro Chamber opposed the 
original bill because of concerns relating to increases in personnel costs and liability to medical facilities 
that would likely result in increases in healthcare costs. However, with the adopted amendments the 
Metro Chamber removed its opposition to the bill.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 29, Nays: 12, Excused: 1                 
Senate Vote: Yeas: 13, Nays: 8
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 171:
Provides for the collection of information from certain providers of 
healthcare
Sponsor: Senator Joe Hardy

SB 171 would have expanded on current efforts by the University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine 
to collect data to better understand trends and needs in healthcare by expanding how and what data is 
collected. Current State law requires that certain health care professionals complete an electronic data 
request as part of licensure renewal. The Metro Chamber supported this bill as it would have helped 
provide reliable data, which would have allowed the healthcare sector to better serve the community in 
regard to public health.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Commerce 
and Labor. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
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SENATE BILL 192:
Provisions relating to minimum wage and healthcare
Sponsor: Senator Pat Spearman

SB 192 would require in order for employers to be eligible to pay the minimum hourly wage rate of $7.25 
that healthcare plans that offer must at a minimum standard provide a list of benefits, which would be 
tied to the federal Essential Health Benefits. The bill also creates Office of the Ombudsman for Hospital 
Patients. The Metro Chamber originally opposed the bill strictly relating to section one of the bill because 
of the concerns of tying the minimum wage rate to the Essential Health Benefits list and suggested that 
the benefits be linked to the list of benefits found in NRS 689B as it will provide greater flexibility to 
Nevada’s Division of Insurance and employers, however, based on a technical amendment clarifying the 
list of required benefits that would need to offered, the Metro Chamber removed its opposition to the bill.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 36, Nays: 3, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: : Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: January 1, 2020.

SENATE BILL 481: 
Revises provisions relating to health insurance
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Health and Human Services

SB 481 relates to health insurance; establishing requirements for obtaining a certificate of authority for 
self-funded multiple employer welfare arrangements; establishing requirements for short-term limited 
duration medical plan cancellation and rescission; allowing certain consumers to purchase individual 
health insurance policies outside the rating area where they reside. The Metro Chamber removed its 
opposition to the bill after a technical amendment was adopted to differentiate between self-funded and 
fully insured plans.

Assembly Vote: 39, Nays: 0, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0.
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: January 1, 2019.
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Assemblyman Tyrone Thompson, Chairman of the Assembly Committee on 
Education talks to attendees during the Metro Chamber’s Legislative Day. 

(L-R) Virginia Valentine, Mary Lau, Terry Shirey, Mary Beth Sewald, and Dana Bennet 
meet to discuss the progress of the legislative session.

LT. Governor Kate Marshall talks to attendees about several small business bills she is working on with legislators. 

Senate Majority leader Nicole Cannizarro gives an 
update to members during the Metro Chamber’s 
Legislative Day. 
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IMPROVING & PROTECTING 
THE BUSINESS CLIMATE 

The Metro Chamber stands for ensuring that Nevada’s business climate is one 
that supports job creation and economic growth. Any regulation must make 
common sense and be effective, efficient, and enforceable. The Metro Chamber 
opposed unnecessary and burdensome regulations that would be a barrier 
to growth, profitability, and jobs or have a disproportionate impact on small 
businesses. 

Where regulation is appropriate, the Metro Chamber advocates for fair and 
balanced guidelines so the business community in general or specific industries 
are not unfairly or disproportionately targeted and can fairly compete. A robust 
business community is not just good for employers but good for employees 
and therefore the economic well-being of all Nevadans. 
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ASSEMBLY BILL 90: 
Provides certain employees with the right to use sick leave to assist certain 
family members with medical needs
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Commerce and Labor

AB 90 would have required businesses offering paid sick leave to expand eligibility to caring for sick 
relatives and members of the employee’s households. The Metro Chamber opposed the bill because of 
concerns of the impact on small business and existing agreements between employers and employees as 
there was no exemption for small employers.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 29, Nays: 12, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Commerce and 
Labor. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 119: 
Revises provisions governing workers’ compensation
Sponsor: Assemblyman Richard Carrillo

AB 119 would have changed workers’ compensation provisions relating to police, firefighters and arson 
investigators. The bill proposed lowering the amount of time an individual is required to be employed 
in the profession to qualify for benefits, expands the list of heart and lung conditions specified as job 
related and requires a “clear and convincing evidence” standard for employers to prove the ailment to 
be unrelated to the job in order to deny a claim. This bill would not have only dramatically expanded the 
potential claimant pool but puts employers in a position to be unable to defend themselves from all but 
the most egregious claims. The Metro Chamber opposed AB 119 both because of the expansion of the 
potential claimant pool and the unreasonable burden of proof being placed on employers.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Commerce 
and Labor. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 132: 
Revises provisions governing employment practices
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Dina Neal

AB 132 will prohibit a business from failing to hire prospective applicants based on results of a 
pre-employment marijuana screening. This legislation has been amended to include exceptions for public 
safety employees, vehicle operators, and employees whose roles could adversely affect the safety of 
others. These provisions do not apply for those employees whose employment contract or collective 
bargaining agreement conflict with terms of this bill, employees whose salary is funded by a federal grant 
and to the extent of provisions of federal law. Due to concerns being mitigated by several amendments, 
the Metro Chamber removed its opposition from the bill. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 33, Nays: 8, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: : Yeas: 12, Nays: 8, Not Voting: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: January 1, 2020.

IMPROVING & PROTECTING 
THE BUSINESS CLIMATE 
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ASSEMBLY BILL 181: 
Revises provisions governing employment practices
Sponsor: Assemblyman Alexander Assefa

AB 181 would not require an employee to be physically present at his or her place of work in order to notify 
his or her employer that he or she is sick and cannot come to work. The bill preserves an employer’s right 
to ask for a doctor’s note and this applies to non-work-related injuries. The Metro Chamber supported this 
bill because it provides employees with greater sick leave coverage and maintains an employer’s right to 
ask for documentation.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor
Effective Date: May 15, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 190: 
Revises provisions relating to certain construction
Sponsor: Assemblyman Skip Daly

AB 190 dramatically expands the scope of eligibility and requirements for prevailing wage projects. 
Some of the provisions include lowering the threshold for qualifying projects, expanding requirements 
for bona fide benefits annualization, increasing the corrective fines assessed by the State’s Labor 
Commissioner and eliminating exemptions previously agreed upon for certain projects such as charter 
schools receiving private funding. The Metro Chamber opposed this bill due to the significant increase 
in cost of prevailing wage projects, the added penalties and liabilities to contractors and the elimination 
of the previously agreed upon exemption. AB 190 has the potential to significantly increase the cost of 
taxpayer dollars on a number of projects, while potentially miring contractors in legal battles. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 29, Nays: 12, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 12, Nays: 8, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 197: 
Revises provisions relating to consumer practices
Sponsor: : Assemblyman Edgar Flores

AB 197 would have altered current contract law language by expanding criteria under, which a consumer 
or a third party can appeal to have a contract invalidated due to “unconscionable” language. Due to the 
broad nature of the bill as written, courts would have expanded authority to invalidate contracts with little 
notice due to simply one questionable section or clause. The Metro Chamber opposed this bill due to the 
complications it adds to even simple contracts in this State.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Commerce 
and Labor. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 207: 
Revises provisions relating to business entities
Sponsor: Assemblyman Jason Frierson

AB 207 resolves current ambiguities in the law relating to fiduciary duty and will allow Nevada to remain 
competitive compared to other states such as Delaware in regard to limited liability companies. The 
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bill will provide greater clarity in the areas of management responsibilities, fiduciary duties, delivery of 
records, the treatment of broker non-votes and forum selection. The Metro Chamber supported the bill 
because it provides members additional predictability and stability, which is important to businesses.
Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 1, Excused: 2
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 221: 
Revises provisions to gaming employees
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Judiciary

AB 221 will now allow individuals between the age of 18-20 years to work in the gaming manufacturing 
industry. Currently, state law currently prohibits anyone under the age of 21 years to work in the industry. 
The Metro Chamber supported the bill because it will allow for the development of a talent pipeline for 
the industry. It will also provide an opportunity for internships and apprenticeships, which is important to 
career development opportunities.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 2
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 251: 
Expands the employers subject to provisions prohibiting certain unlawful 
employment practices
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Michelle Gorelow 

AB 251 would have changed existing state law regarding microbusinesses in Nevada. Existing state law 
prohibits an employer from engaging in various unlawful employment practices that result in discrimination 
which currently applies to businesses with 15 or more employees. AB 251 would have lowered that threshold 
to five employees or less while federal law is established at 15 employees. The Metro Chamber opposed 
the bill because it would have created a bifurcated regulatory system in which a microbusiness in Nevada 
would have been in compliance with federal law but not with state law. The Metro Chamber believes 
that existing state law of 15 employees or less is appropriate due to the size of these microbusinesses 
and the limited resources that they have. All businesses want stability, predictability, conformity and 
alignment when it comes to government regulations and laws. This change would have brought confusion 
to microbusinesses in Nevada.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: : No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Commerce 
and Labor. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 271: 
Revises provisions relating to call centers
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Sarah Peters

AB 271, as originally introduced, related to the return of state economic development incentive and tax 
credit monies in the case that a call center is moved overseas from the State of Nevada, however, there 
were also concerning statutory definitions of a call center as well as requirements for reporting to the 
State’s Labor Commissioner and noticing for closure of said call center. The bill originally redefined a 
call center as any group of 50 employees or more, while requiring any call center planning on relocating 
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30% or more of their aggregate work overseas to provide the labor commissioner and employees of 
that call center with 90 days’ notice. The Metro Chamber originally opposed the bill but removed its 
opposition based on amendments that would not penalize those call centers that do not accept economic 
development funds from the State.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 12, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: January 1, 2020.

ASSEMBLY BILL 306: 
Enacts provisions to assist veteran-owned businesses to create 
cooperatives
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Shannon Bilbray-Axelrod 

AB 306 would have provided the opportunity for cooperative entities made up of more that 51% veteran 
ownership to use the language “Veteran Owned Cooperative” in their name. The Metro Chamber supported 
this common-sense legislation that would have helped Nevadans veterans that wish to start their own 
businesses. 

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Growth and 
Infrastructure. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 337:  
Revises provisions governing railroads
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Susan Martinez

AB 337 mandates that railroad freight trains that operate in the Nevada will be required to have a minimum 
of two-man crews. The bill also increases civil fines from the existing amount of $500 for violations to 
a new tiered fine structure of $5,000 to $10,000 to $25,000 that would be levied by Nevada’s Public 
Utilities Commission. The Metro Chamber opposed the bill because staffing ratios should be negotiated 
in collective bargaining agreements and not codified in state law, and because it would discourage 
technology development and use in the industry. The Metro Chamber also expressed its concerns about 
the burdensome fine structure on a specific industry and the impact it could have on other industries.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 29, Nays: 12, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 13, Nays: 8
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 339:  
Revises provisions relating to wages paid to certain persons who participate 
in job and day training services
Sponsor: Assemblyman Richard Carrillo

AB 339, as originally written, addressed the portion of the workforce in sub-minimum wage jobs, 
specifically training programs such as those at offered by non-profits, and mandated that they be paid the 
State’s minimum wage. AB 339 was amended to undertake a study of the wages being paid the workers 
in these programs and discuss the potential impacts to these programs that a minimum wage mandate 
would entail. While the Metro Chamber was opposed to AB 339 as originally written, the amendment from 
a mandate to a study removed the Metro Chamber’s opposition to the bill.
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Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Health and 
Human Services. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 344: 
Makes various changes to modernize the provision of cellular coverage
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Maggie Carlton

AB 344 addresses political subdivisions of the state such as cities, and their role in the approval of 
installation of cell towers to improve the state’s cellular communications network. By preventing state 
political subdivisions from prohibiting the installation of cell towers, consumers will be provided with a 
higher quality network and more choices for service. The Metro Chamber supported AB 344 and the goal 
of increasing competitiveness in the cellular market in Nevada.
Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 2
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 355: 
Establishing provisions governing the retention of certain workers
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Susan Martinez 

AB 355 would have created new provisions regarding the sale of grocery stores that are larger than 
15,000 square feet. As proposed, the new owner of the grocery store would have needed to maintain a 
preferential hiring list of eligible grocery workers, the bill also required the successor grocery employer 
to retain those eligible grocery workers for a 90-day period, during which time an employee may only be 
discharged for cause. The bill would have also required that an eligible grocery worker shall have a cause 
of action for recovery against an incumbent or successor grocery employer for a violation as outlined 
in the bill. The Metro Chamber opposed the bill because these items are typically found in negotiated 
collective bargaining agreements and is concerned about the precedent that it would create regarding 
the sale of businesses in Nevada. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 12, Excused: 1, Not Voting: 1
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Commerce and 
Labor. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 370: 
Revises provisions governing workers’ compensation 
Sponsor: Assemblyman Skip Daly

AB 370 alters rates of payments for certain recipients of total and partial disability whose claims were 
processed prior to 2004. The bill, as originally introduced, would have resulted in multimillion-dollar fiscal 
note. The Metro Chamber opposed the bill because of concerns due to increased cost to taxpayers to 
fund these benefits.  

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019. 
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ASSEMBLY BILL 421: 
Revises provisions relating to construction
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Judiciary

The original version of AB 421 would have repealed many components of the residential construction 
defect reform provisions that were adopted by the State Legislature in 2015. Current law allows home 
builders and homeowners to address construction issues in a timely and effective manner.  However, 
the bill was amended to include several components such as detailed notices, removal of an expert who 
provided an opinion on the construction defect to be present at an inspection and changes the terms 
from a “home warranty” to a “builder warranty”.  The bill also proposed changing the period from six years 
to ten years in which a homeowner can seek improvements from the homebuilder on their home. The 
Metro Chamber opposed the original bill because the provisions would have increased the cost of home 
prices and hinder the affordability of homes for many Nevadans across the state; especially in Reno and 
Las Vegas, where the average home prices been increasing the last several years. However, a compromise 
was reached by the homebuilding industry and as a result the Metro Chamber removed its opposition to 
the modified version of the bill.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 27, Nays: 13, Excused: 2
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 440: 
Revises provisions relating to construction
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Judiciary

AB 440 addresses warranties on new single-family home construction, codifying in Nevada Revised 
Statutes (NRS) industry standard practices. AB 440 specifies the requirements for disclosure and 
coverage of one-year warranties on newly constructed single-family homes, while also defining cause for 
disciplinary action by the State Contractors Board. The Metro Chamber supported the bill’s amendment, 
as it was adopted as it now codifies long-standing building industry practices and provides clarity on 
causes of disciplinary action that were left vague in the original bill.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019. 

ASSEMBLY BILL 454: 
Revises provisions relating to advertising vehicles for sale
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Commerce and Labor

AB 454 would have expanded the definitions and criteria for misleading advertising related to the sale 
of vehicles, it would have also removed the necessity to show damages incurred by false advertising to 
sue for damages. The Metro Chamber opposed AB 454 because of the increased liability for advertisers 
and sellers, as well as the legal precedent that would have been applied to other industries in the future.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Commerce 
and Labor. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 456: 
Revises provisions governing the minimum wage required to be paid to 
employees in private employment in this State
Sponsor: Assemblyman Jason Frierson

AB 456 changes the State’s current minimum wage laws. AB 456 increases the hourly minimum wage 
to $11 (healthcare offered) and $12 (no healthcare offered) with the increases phased in over five years 
at $0.75 per year with the new rates being achieved by July 1, 2024. It will also expand the employee’s 
ability to file civil action in the event of an underpayment by allowing for additional damages, including 
attorney’s fees. The Metro Chamber opposed the legislation as proposed due to a variety of concerns 
including the increased costs to employers and the potential negative impact on job creation, as well as 
job losses. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 12, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: : Yeas: 13, Nays: 7, Excused: 1
Final Action: : Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 477: 
Enacts provisions governing the accrual of interest in certain consumer 
form contracts
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Commerce and Labor

AB 477 relates to consumer contracts and transactions and would enact the Consumer Protection from the 
Accrual of Predatory Interest After Default Act. This bill prohibits the use of certain form contracts, while 
limiting prejudgment and post-judgment interest rates and attorney’s fees under certain circumstances. 
The Metro Chamber originally opposed the bill because it would have allowed for the collection of 
attorney fees, increased legal costs, and compliance but since several amendments were adopted the 
Metro Chamber removed its opposition from the bill. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 29, Nays: 12, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 10: 
Proposes to amend the Nevada Constitution to prospectively increase the 
required minimum wage paid to employees
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Commerce and Labor

AJR 10 proposes to amend the Nevada Constitution to increase the minimum wage to $12 per hour 
beginning July 1, 2024. The resolution would also allow the legislature to establish by law a minimum wage 
that an employer must pay to each employee. The resolution would eliminate the $1 healthcare credit that 
currently exists per the State’s constitution. The Metro Chamber opposed this resolution because of a 
variety of concerns including the increased costs to employers, and the potential negative impact on job 
creation, as well as job losses.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 12, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 12, Nays: 8, Excused: 1
Final Action: Delivered to the Secretary of State. This resolution must be passed a second time by the 
Legislature in 2021 before it can go to the vote of the people in November 2022 since it is a proposed 
change to the State’s Constitution.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
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SENATE BILL 21: 
Enacts the Insurance Data Security Law
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Commerce and Labor

This bill proposes to adopt the National Association of Insurance Commissioners Model Language on 
Cybersecurity for insurers. While the goal is laudable, because the language broadly would wrap in 
licensees of 59 chapters of NRS including businesses under ten employees and independent contractors, 
the Metro Chamber opposed the bill because of the impact it would have on small employers. 

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: Yeas: 13, Nays: 8
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Commerce 
and Labor. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 40: 
Revises provisions governing penalties for violating occupational safety 
laws
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Commerce and Labor

This bill requires Nevada’s Division of Business and Industry to establish by rule or regulation the 
monetary amounts of those administrative fines consistent with the monetary amounts set forth for those 
violations in the federal Occupational Safety and Health Act. These fines by the state would not exceed 
current limits that have been adopted by the federal government. The Metro Chamber supported SB 40 
because of need to keep federal grant dollars in the state and only sync the penalty amounts with those 
of the Federal government. The Metro Chamber believes that it is good policy to align state regulations 
with federal statutes to permit businesses to have a level of predictability in complying with laws and 
regulations.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 141:  
Nevada Equal Rights Commission education outreach programming
Sponsor: Senator Heidi Seevers Gansert

SB 141 would have required the Nevada Equal Rights Commission (NERC) to distribute and update 
educational information on sexual harassment law and training to employers and employees throughout 
the state. The Metro Chamber supported this bill, as it would have provided clarity in existing sexual 
harassment law for both employers and employees and clarified role of NERC in addressing workplace 
harassment and discrimination. 

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Government 
Affairs. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
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SENATE BILL 161: 
Provides for the establishment of the Regulatory Experimentation Program 
for Product Innovation
Sponsor: Senator Ben Kieckhefer 

SB 161 allows finance-oriented tech startups to operate under a regulatory structure subject to the 
authority and oversight of the Department of Business and Industry. The bill creates a new program 
called Regulatory Experimentation Program for Product Innovation along with creating criteria, provisions 
and governing operations of the program. This legislation is intended to compliment other startup pilot 
programs implemented in 2015 and to be a competitive alternative to states like Wyoming and Arizona 
where similar policies are already in full effect. The Metro Chamber supported this legislation to help make 
Nevada markets more attractive to new tech startups and to provide a venue for new companies to work 
with regulators proactively. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays, 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: January 1, 2020.

SENATE BILL 166: 
Revises provisions pertaining to employment
Sponsor: Senator Pat Spearman

Senate Bill 166 changes existing law relating to provisions governing the filing of complaints by an 
employee that alleges a practice of unlawful discrimination in compensation by an employer. The bill 
provides greater authority to the Nevada Equal Rights Commission to award back pay for a period 
beginning two years before the date of the filing of a complaint regarding an unlawful employment 
practice and ending on the date the Commission issues an order regarding the complaint; award costs 
and reasonable attorney’s fees in cases involving an unlawful employment practice; order payment of 
compensatory damages or, if the employer acted with malice or reckless indifference, punitive damages 
in cases involving an unlawful employment practice relating to discrimination on the basis of sex. The 
Metro Chamber originally opposed this bill because of concerns with the original language, however, 
several adopted amendments were accepted, which removed many of the concerns voiced by the Metro 
Chamber. The adopted amendments reduced the fine amounts in order to bring it more in line with 
existing fines, allows exemptions for businesses with 50 or less employers and clarifies how the process 
would work for the employer and employee. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 38, Nays: 3, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 1
Final Action: : Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: January 1, 2020.

SENATE BILL 177:  
Revises provisions relating to employment practices 
Sponsor: Senator Yvanna Cancela

SB 177 as written would have dramatically expanded the right-to-sue relating to employment complaints 
filed with the Nevada Equal Rights Commission, greatly increasing liability for employers. SB 177 was 
amended and, as modified, the right-to-sue notice must indicate that the person may bring a civil action 
in district court against the person named in the complaint and such a complaint must be filed within 90 
days of receiving the right-to-sue notice. The intent of the bill is to provide state remedies that match to 
federal regulations under Title VII. The Metro Chamber removed its opposition as the modified reversion 
of the bill provides a balance between employee rights, while providing employers with consistent and 
predictable regulations at both the federal and state levels of government.
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Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 0, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote:Yeas: 20, Nays: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.
 

SENATE BILL 196:  
Revises provisions relating to preferences in bidding for certain contracts 
for businesses based in this State
Sponsor: Senator Nicole Cannizzaro

SB 196 would have required the Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) to disclose to the State Public 
Works Division the name of each contractor or design professional that works on any NSHE project in 
which 75 percent or more of the costs of the project are paid from gifts, grants or donations from a private 
source. The bill would have addressed the issue of requiring a contractor which is awarded a contract 
for a public work, the bill would have increased the bidding process and the maintenance of records for 
inspection. The Metro Chamber opposed the bill because for the concerns of how these requirements may 
deter donors from making contributions to NSHE facility projects.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Finance. As a 
result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 215: 
Revises provisions relating to occupational diseases
Sponsor: Senator Nicole Cannizzaro

SB 215 expands the criteria by which firefighters, arson investigators and police can be conclusively 
presumed to have developed certain types of cancers as a result of their employment. The previous 
five-year threshold of employment is reduced to two years and the specified list of included cancers and 
carcinogens is expanded. The Metro Chamber opposed to this bill as it dramatically expands the eligible 
categories for compensation, while lowering the threshold of time employed and increases the cost to 
taxpayers.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 35, Nays: 6, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 19, Nays: 2
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 231: 
Revises provisions relating to certain construction
Sponsor: Senator Chris Brooks

SB 231 originally would have expanded current prevailing wage law by diminishing the overall project cost 
threshold and eliminating certain existing exemptions. Under current Nevada law, projects utilizing public 
funds must reach an estimated $250,000 cost before being considered eligible to trigger prevailing wage 
requirements. As amended, SB 231 removed the prevailing wage triggers, but specified more stringent 
reporting requirements for contractors engaged in public works projects. The bill also eliminates certain 
prohibitions relating to agreements with labor organizations concerning contracts with a public body for 
a public work or with an awardee of certain grants, tax abatements, tax credits or tax exemptions from a 
public body. The Metro Chamber remained in opposition as the amendment creates additional difficulties 
in the reporting requirements for public works projects. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 12, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 13, Nays: 8
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.
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SENATE BILL 245: 
Revises provisions relating to civil actions
Sponsor: Senator James Ohrenschall

SB 245 would increase the amount of damages that may be awarded in tort action lawsuit against a 
governmental entity or its officers or employees from the existing limit of $100,000 to $250,000 and 
$1,000,000 if the act is found to be gross negligence. The Metro Chamber opposed the bill because its 
long-standing concerns related to increasing punitive damages and the cost to taxpayers.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2020.

SENATE BILL 254: 
Revises provisions relating to carbon reduction
Sponsor: Senator Chris Brooks

As proposed SB 254 would require the State of Department of Conservation and Natural issues to issue 
an annual report of greenhouse gases released by the state and a projection of annual greenhouse gas 
emissions for 20 years following the date of the report. Existing law calls for a report to be issued every 
four years. The Metro Chamber does not disagree with the intent of the bill as many companies are 
incorporating climate action plans, making commitments to low-carbon initiatives and setting energy 
efficiencies goals as part of their corporate objectives. However, the Metro Chamber believes that 
economic factors, feasibilities, and impacts should be part of the annual reports criteria and information 
that collected by the State.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 12, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 13, Nays: 8
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 312: 
Requires an employer in private employment to provide paid sick leave to 
employees under certain circumstances
Sponsor: Senator Joyce Woodhouse

SB 312, as originally introduced, would have required private employers with 25 or more employees to 
provide paid sick leave to all employees. Employers would had to maintain records for inspection by the 
State’s Labor Commissioner for up to three years after an employee left and would have had to provide 
employees with documentation of their accrued sick leave every pay period. This bill would have allowed 
for employer to be fined no more than $5,000 for each violation by the State’s Labor Commissioner 
and would have made any violation of the provisions a misdemeanor. Based on the amendments that 
were presented and adopted, the revised bill provides for greater flexibility in the administration and 
management of the program by amending it from a paid sick leave program to a paid time-off program. 
Some of the other major highlights include an exemption of small business with 50 or less employees, 
employers may limit the amount of paid time an employee uses to 40 hours per year, and employers do 
not need to pay employees for accrued unused leave. Employers can set a minimum increment of leave 
that can be used at one time by an employee, but that minimum cannot be less than 4 hours. Employers 
will need to maintain records for inspection by the State’s Labor Commissioner for one year instead of 
three years after an employee has left. In its original format, the Metro Chamber had significant concerns 
about how the mechanics would work. However, based on the adopted amendments the Metro Chamber 
removed its opposition from the bill.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 31, Nays: 9, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: : Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: January 1, 2020.
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SENATE BILL 375: 
Revises threshold for determining whether certain persons and entities who 
operate home-based businesses are exempt from the requirement to obtain 
a state business license
Sponsor: Senator Ira Hansen

SB 375 adjusts the threshold for which a home-based business is required to secure a business license 
from the State of Nevada. While current NRS sets the requirement at 66 and 2/3 of State’s median 
income worth of profit as the threshold, this bill would have adjusted it to a flat $60,000. While this 
legislation offered a higher current threshold for home-based businesses, the setting of a specific dollar 
amount without consideration for inflation would prove to be less valuable over time. The Metro Chamber 
adopted the neutral position on SB 375.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Judiciary. As a 
result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 377: 
Revises provisions relating to workers’ compensation
Sponsor: Senator Dallas Harris

SB 377 authorizes the use of money in the Fund for Workers’ Compensation and Safety in the State Treasury 
to make certain payments. The bill will also eliminate the authority of the Administrator of Nevada’s 
Division of Industrial Relations of the Department of Business and Industry to make certain payments from 
the Uninsured Employers’ Claim Account in the Fund for Workers’ Compensation and Safety. The bill will 
also provide for an annual increase in benefits for permanent total disability and authorize assessments 
against certain employers to defray the costs of certain compensation for permanent total disability. 
The bill will also repeal provisions authorizing annual payments to certain individuals who are entitled 
to compensation for permanent total disability. The Metro Chamber had initial concerns with the bill 
because of the concerns of increased costs to workers compensation but since the bill does not provide 
for retroactivity, the Metro Chamber removed its concerns on the bill

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 36, Nays: 5, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor. 
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.
 

SENATE BILL 380: 
Makes an appropriation to the small business enterprise loan account
Sponsor: Senator Nicole Cannizzaro

SB 380 makes additional appropriations to expand and continue the Small Business Enterprise Loan 
Account program. The Metro Chamber supported the establishment of the Small Business Enterprise 
Loan Account as a means to spur small business growth and development in the state and supported SB 
380 as a means to continue encouraging small business growth.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Ways and 
Means. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
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SENATE BILL 431: 
Revises provisions relating to participation in organized retail theft
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Judiciary

SB 431 addresses the growing issue of organized retail theft by specifying penalties for amounts of 
merchandise stolen for resale, the resale of stolen merchandise and assistance with the commission of the 
aforementioned. The Metro Chamber supported this bill as a means of combating the rising number of 
organized retail thefts seen in Nevada by prosecuting those directly involved and those supporting and 
profiting from the theft as well. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 0, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 435: 
Enacts provisions relating to claims for personal injury
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Judiciary

SB 435 contains language to “black out” bodily injury settlements for 30 days. Additionally, the bill was 
amended to restore the pre-2015 legislature process of disclosure of policy information following a written 
authorization for medical records. As a result of the increase in liability and costs entailed in this bill the 
Metro Chamber opposed SB 435.  

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 27, Nays: 12, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 493: 
Creates the Task Force on Employee Misclassification
Sponsor: Senator Marilyn Dondero-Loop

SB 493 defines “employee misclassification” as the practice by an employer of improperly classifying 
employees as independent contractors to avoid any legal obligation under state labor, employment and 
tax laws. The bill also creates the Task Force on Employee Misclassification; while providing its duties; 
making various other changes relating to employee misclassification; providing an administrative penalty. 
While the Metro Chamber did not disagree with the bill as originally written, it was significantly amended, 
during the legislative process. The Metro Chamber opposed the bill as first amended because the language 
was broad in its definition of independent contractor, created excessive and punitive fees and allowed for 
treble damages to be awarded. However, the definition of an independent contractor was significantly 
narrowed, and the fines were lowered to be in line with existing fine structures and the treble damages 
and attorney’s fees were removed. As a result of the adopted amendments that mitigated many of the 
business community’s concerns, the Metro Chamber removed it’s opposition to the 
final version of the adopted bill. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 30, Nays: 11, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 12, Nays: 8, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.
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SENATE BILL 494: 
Revises provisions relating to emerging small businesses
Sponsor: Senator Dallas Harris

SB 494 revises the preferred bidding system for government contracts, establishing criteria for emerging 
and small businesses and instituting preference for Nevada based small and emerging businesses in the 
bidding and procurement process. The Metro Chamber supported SB 494 as it provides a competitive 
advantage to otherwise qualified Nevada small businesses in the often-difficult public contract 
bidding process.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate. As a result, the bill received 
no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 497: 
Eliminates certain filing requirements related to the commerce tax
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Finance 

SB 497 eliminates the requirement for those businesses to file an annual Commerce Tax return with 
the Nevada Department of Taxation if they have less than $4 million in gross revenue in a fiscal year. 
The Metro Chamber supported the elimination for this filing for Nevada’s small businesses as it is an 
unnecessary tax return for them to file since they do not pay the Commerce Tax since they are below the 
$4 million annual threshold.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 19, Nays: 0, Excused: 2
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor
Effective Date: June 3, 2019.
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(L-R) Governor Steve Sisolak and Assemblyman Alexander Assefa following the signing of AB 181.

Metro Chamber members gathering in Carson City, following meetings with legislators. Mary Beth Sewald and Monica Pappas at the 
Legislative Reception at Bella Fiore Wines.

Speaker of the Assembly Jason Frierson talks to 
Metro Chamber members during Legislative Day.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Diversifying Nevada’s economy by bringing new industries to our state and 
advocating for a business climate that is conducive to allowing business to grow 
has been a long-standing priority for the Metro Chamber. The Metro Chamber 
worked with stakeholders and partners to ensure legislation that would have 
been detrimental to attracting new businesses to the State and the expansion 
of existing businesses in Nevada, would not move forward or modified in order 
to avoid discouragement from investment of out-of-state businesses looking to 
invest in our state. 

The Metro Chamber continues to work with a variety of state agencies, local 
government entities, and private sector partners, as well as our member 
businesses to encourage economic development and create jobs.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 32: 
Revises provisions governing workforce development
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Taxation

AB 32 would have expanded on current workforce development programs offered by Governor’s Office 
of Economic Development. These programs would have been designed to provide additional training for 
currently employed workers and encourage the relocation of certain types of businesses to Nevada. This 
expansion would have increased the number of eligible businesses and nonprofit organizations that can 
participate in existing programs. The bill would have also established, per regulation, a pre-application 
process for proposed programs that would seek approval from the Office of Economic Development. The 
Metro Chamber supported this bill and its intent to diversify the skill set of Nevada’s workforce, making 
Nevada’s economy more robust and resilient.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.                  
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Ways and 
Means. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 224: 
Revises provisions to the NV Grow Program
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Dina Neal

AB 224 makes changes to the NV Grow Program, which is designed to help Nevada’s businesses grow 
by providing incentives. The bill transfers the responsibilities to the Division of Workforce and Economic 
Development of the College of Southern Nevada. The Metro Chamber supported the bill since the NV 
Grow Program is designed to help small businesses prosper by providing local demographic and industry 
data to business owners.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 1, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 19, Nays: 2
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 359: 
Revises provisions relating to work-based learning programs
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Melissa Hardy

AB 359 would have required the establishment of a statewide and regional intermediate work-based 
learning network, established a work-based learning intermediary account and required school districts 
and charter school authorities to promote work-based learning opportunities and programs. The goal of 
AB 359 was to further encourage work ready program adoption throughout Nevada to provide support 
for students considering careers in the trades. The Metro Chamber supported the measures as it would 
have ensured career ready education opportunities for Nevada’s students.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Education. 
As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
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ASSEMBLY BILL 400:  
Revises provisions governing economic development
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Teresa Benitez-Thompson

AB 400, as introduced, would have changed the ability of the Governor’s Office of Economic Development 
(GOED) to approve tax abatements as an economic development incentive tool when the abatements 
in question would affect the taxes collected by local school districts. Previously, the GOED has used tax 
abatements to attract businesses that create jobs and bring in additional tax revenue to the State of 
Nevada. As amended, the bill removes the sales and use tax that are part of the Local School Support Tax. 
The bill also restricts the ability of GOED to offer abatements to companies that have already received 
an abatement from the State. The Metro Chamber had concerns with the original provisions to AB 394 
because of how it may impact Nevada’s ability to offer incentives that attract job creating businesses to 
Nevada but removed its concerns as businesses would still be able to seek abatements on certain taxes.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 35, Nays: 6, Excused: 1 
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 486: 
Creates the Division of Outdoor Recreation within the Nevada Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Government Affairs

AB 486 creates the Division of Outdoor Recreation under the aegis of the Nevada Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources. The Division is modeled after aspects of similar divisions of state government in 
neighboring states such as Utah in which outdoor recreation and tourism make up a significant part of 
the state’s economy. With the increase of outdoor recreation as a part of the tourism economy and its 
popularity growing among Nevada citizens, this industry could greatly benefit from the establishment of a 
specific Division of Outdoor Recreation. The Metro Chamber supported AB 486 as it enhances the growth 
of the outdoor recreation industry and tourism.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 35, Nays: 6, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 104: 
Revises provisions concerning the statewide low-income housing database 
maintained by the Housing Division of the Department of Business and 
Industry 
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Government Affairs

SB 104 aligns Nevada’s Annual Housing Progress Report to the State’s Low-Income Housing Database 
and provide the clarity and the connection between the two sections of state law and support current 
practices of Nevada’s Housing Division, Department of Business and Industry, and local governments. 
The Metro Chamber supported the bill because it would increase government efficiencies within state 
government and it would assist in providing data in addressing policy related to affordable 
housing in Nevada. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor. 
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.



47

ADVOCACY. PARTNERSHIP. RESOURCES.

(L-R) Terry Shirey, Governor Steve Sisolak, Mary Beth Sewald, Hugh Anderson, and Tom Burns gather to 
discuss legislative issues pertaining to Nevada’s employers.
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STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNANCE 
REFORM & TRANSPARENCY 

Greater transparency and government reform bring oversight and accountability, 
as well as easier comprehension to processes at every level of government. 
This initiative has been a long-standing pillar of the Metro Chamber in the State 
Legislature. As a strong advocate of efficient and accountable government, 
the Metro Chamber supports efforts to increase fiscal responsibility at every 
level of government, which is important to all of Nevada’s taxpayers and to the 
state’s economic health.

The Metro Chamber spent countless hours working to ensure that proposed 
legislation was amended or modified that would not undue transparency and 
accountability reforms that had been adopted in previous legislative sessions. 
The Metro Chamber engaged on a variety of collective bargaining agreements 
legislation and prevailing wage issues as stewards of public money, while also 
advocating for changes to the way Nevada secures federal grant dollars to 
benefit our State.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 4: 
Authorizes cities to create a district for a city fire department
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Government Affairs

AB 4 would have allowed cities the authority to create special financing districts for city fire departments. 
Special financing districts are used to generate supplemental revenue to pay for new or expanded services. 
The bill would have also allowed cities the ability to draw boundaries and the authority to levy taxes to 
support the city’s fire departments. The Metro Chamber opposed the bill because of its longstanding 
position that taxation authority should be maintained at the state level as Nevada is a Dillon’s Rule State.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Government 
Affairs. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 70: 
Revises Provisions to the Nevada Open Meeting Law
Sponsor: Office of the Attorney General

AB 70 expands on Nevada’s current open meeting law to include specific definitions of accommodations 
that elected boards must make to ensure that their meetings are accessible to all members of the public. 
These provisions include making video of the meeting available online, as well as providing adequate space 
for participating members of the public, and levying fines for officials who willfully and maliciously attempt 
to circumvent open meeting law. The Metro Chamber supported AB 70 as it increases transparency and 
accessibility while holding government at the state and local level accountable. Nevada’s Open Meeting 
Law ensures that members of the public and stakeholders have an opportunity to have their input heard 
and hold elected officials accountable. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 31, Nays: 9, Excused: 2                  
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.
 

ASSEMBLY BILL 86: 
Revises provisions relating to governmental purchasing
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Government Affairs

AB 86 revises statutes relating to bidding for contracts by municipal governments and specifies that these 
practices can be undertaken by metropolitan police forces. The bill streamlines the competitive bidding 
process for certain smaller contracts, allowing municipalities broader discretion on contracts for service 
between $50,000 to $100,000. The Metro Chamber supported AB 86 as it allows local governments to 
streamline their bidding processes and further utilize technology for online bidding. These changes, while 
relatively minor, will allow local governments to save time and taxpayer money on the contract 
bidding process.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 2
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNANCE 
REFORM & TRANSPARENCY 

SNP
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ASSEMBLY BILL 101: 
Authorizes a private plaintiff to bring an action for a declaratory 
judgment regarding a violation of state law or a local ordinance by certain 
governmental entities
Sponsor: Assemblyman Skip Daly

AB 101 would have conferred standing on any person to sue the government for declaratory judgment 
if they believed there was a violation of state law or local ordinance. The Metro Chamber opposed this 
bill because this is a change in traditional understanding of constitutional standing, which requires the 
plaintiff to have been injured or be in imminent danger of injury. AB 101 would have applied to any action, 
by any government/political subdivision, and given any person (foreign or domestic) the right to bring 
suit. 

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.                
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Judiciary. As 
a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 128: 
Revises provisions governing vocational rehabilitation
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Leslie Cohen

AB 128, as originally drafted, would have made significant changes to requirements for insurers relating to 
job placement and vocational training covered in a workers’ compensation payout. The bill, as adopted, 
changes current requirements, which will expand the allowable time covered by an insurer from 6 months 
to 24 months. The bill also provides that a vocational rehabilitation may be extended by the insurer or the 
hearing officer, while eliminating the limits on the program and removing the ability to file an appeal for an 
extension of the program. The Metro Chamber originally opposed the bill due to concerns in an increase in 
liability to workers compensation providers and would result in increased premiums for all policyholders 
and employers in the state. The bill was since modified and many of the concerns raised by the Metro 
Chamber were mitigated by the adopted amendments.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 32, Nays: 8, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 12, Nays: 8, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 174: 
Establishes the Nevada Interagency Advisory Council on Homelessness to 
Housing
Sponsor: Assemblyman Tyrone Thompson

AB 174 establishes in statute the Nevada Interagency Advisory Council on Homelessness to Housing, 
continuing the gathering and sharing of information and coordination of previous efforts established in 
2013. This council will provide continuing infrastructure to gather and share information on homelessness 
issues, along with long term analysis of effectiveness of funding and programs. Additionally, this council 
will allow for the coordination of efforts between nonprofit and governmental organizations in the law 
enforcement, healthcare and social capacities. The Metro Chamber supported this bill, both to continue 
the information gathering and analysis infrastructure already in place, along with the interorganizational 
coordination to address the complex and multifaceted problem of homelessness in Southern Nevada. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 195: 
Revises provisions governing crime against property
Sponsor: Assemblyman Edgar Flores

AB 195 makes changes to law so that it is a crime for a person to install or affix a scanning device 
upon a machine used for financial transactions relating to commerce for an unlawful purpose. The Metro 
Chamber supported the bill because it provides both the consumer and business additional protections 
against illegal credit card schemes by criminals.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 249: 
Provides for the creation of land banks
Sponsor: Assemblyman Howard Watts

AB 249 would have set criteria for the establishment of governmental and nongovernmental land banks 
to allow for the return of vacant, abandoned or tax-delinquent properties to productive use by local 
governments. The bill included language allowing for the Governor to create emergency landbanks by 
executive order in case of a declared emergency. The Metro Chamber opposed to this bill for several 
reasons. First, the expansion of powers is similar to certain provisions on domain eminent on the local level 
are always a cause for concern as this can lead to violation of private property rights and discourages land 
purchases for future development. Second, the inclusion of non-governmental land banks are concerning 
as it opens the potential for unelected groups to utilize powers similar to eminent domain. Finally, the 
inclusion of the emergency executive land banks is concerning as this allows for a broad expansion of 
authority by the State. For these reasons, the Metro Chamber opposed AB 249.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Government 
Affairs. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 385: 
Enacts the Southern Nevada Enterprise Community Economic Development 
Act
Sponsor: Assemblyman William McCurdy

AB 385 revises existing law as it pertains to the Nevada Enterprise Community board. The bill requires 
that the Governor’s Office of Economic Development meet with the Enterprise Community Board at least 
quarterly to ensure that there is open communication between both parties to benefit the urban core of 
the Las Vegas Valley. The Metro Chamber supported the measure as it creates opportunity for economic 
development, job creation and entrepreneurship within established opportunity zones which will help the 
continued efforts to revitalize the region.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 12, Excused: 1, Not Voting: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 413: 
Revises provisions relating to local governments
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Government Affairs

AB 413 strengthens provisions to current law governing Business Impact Statements relating to local 
government decisions. Local governments are currently required to consider whether proposed rules 
impose a direct or significant economic burden on affected businesses and if so, they are to prepare a 
Business Impact Statement (BIS) to be considered by the body prior to adoption of new rules. The bill 
also clarifies that health districts must also comply with BIS process per state law. AB 413 strengthens this 
provision by rendering rules adopted by local governments void if adopted without consideration of a 
Business Impact Statement. The Metro Chamber supported AB 413 and its increased protections of small 
businesses. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 489: 
Revises provisions relating to grants
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Government Affairs

AB 489 establishes a fund under the Office of Grant Procurement for the purpose of allocating funds for 
federal grants requiring a State matching contribution. AB 489 also specifies that appropriations from 
this fund be used to secure grants with a federal dollar match, ensuring that the State sees a measurable 
return on invested monies. The Metro Chamber supported AB 489 as it dramatically expands that State’s 
ability to leverage tax money to secure Federal grant dollars for a variety of projects desperately needed 
to improve infrastructure and keep pace with continued growth.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 11: 
Revises the requirements to qualify for and maintain an exemption from 
certain regulations concerning building codes
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Government Affairs

Introduced in the Senate Committee on Government Affairs, SB 11 addresses the adoption of updates to 
the International Code Council (ICC) fire safety codes, which occurs every three years. This bill would 
allow cities and counties to adopt updates every three years in conjunction with the ICC updates on 
which their codes are based, instead of the current yearly requirement. The Metro Chamber supported 
of the bill because the proposed extended timeline would have allowed for additional engagement with 
stakeholders prior to adoption, resulting in higher rates of code compliance and overall improvements to 
fire safety.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: : The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Government 
Affairs. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
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SENATE BILL 14: 
Provides for the removal of certain gubernatorial appointees under certain 
circumstances
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Government Affairs

SB 14 will provide the Governor the mechanism, if necessary, to remove gubernatorial appointees from 
boards and commissions because of misconduct, incompetence or neglect of duty. The Metro Chamber 
supported this bill as part of good governance and oversight of the process.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 37, Nays: 2, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 26: 
Revises provisions governing school financial administration
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Government Affairs

SB 26 would have modified provisions relating to the collective bargaining ability of a fact finding or 
arbitrator to consider ending balance funding. SB 26 would provide that ending balances of 8.3% or less for 
a School district cannot be subject to collective bargaining agreements or be considered by a fact finder 
or arbitrator. The Metro Chamber supported this legislation as it would have kept school district funds 
available at their current categorical designations.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Government 
Affairs. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 107: 
Revises provisions relating to public office
Sponsor: Senator Pete Goicoechea

SB 107 would have required a sitting elected official to resign from their public office before they could file 
to run for another public office in Nevada, the exemption would be if there was less than twelve months 
left in their term of office. The Metro Chamber supported the bill because it would be an adoption of good 
government practices pertaining to election practices laws.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Legislative 
Operations. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 111: 
Revises provisions governing collective bargaining by local government 
employers
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Government Affairs

SB 111 revises several provisions relating to collective bargaining such as lowering the ending fund balance 
for local governments from 25 % to 16.67 %. Dollars in the ending fund balance are not eligible to be 
considered for collective bargaining negotiations. The bill also directs that any money appropriated by the 
State for salary or benefits is subject to collective bargaining negotiations. The Metro Chamber opposed 
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to the bill since it lowered ending fund balances for local governments and reduces the fiscal stability of 
those entities. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 13, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 12, Nays: 7, Excused: 2
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 135: 
Provides for collective bargaining by state employees
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Government Affairs

SB 135 allows Nevada’s state public employees to collectively bargain and form unions, based on their 
general occupation with the State. The bill does this by expanding the Local Government Employee-
Management Relations Board and renames it the Government Employee-Management Relations Board. 
The bill establish requirements for the collective bargaining agreements, prohibits certain unfair labor 
practices and the creation of bargaining units. The bill provides guidance to how salaries and benefits 
will be available per the Governor’s budget for collective bargaining. The Metro Chamber’s concerns with 
the bill were based on fiscal policy concerns from the taxpayers’ perspective and the importance of fully 
understanding of what the cost of full implementation of state collective bargaining would have on the 
state’s fiscal budget. Adopting this measure is a significant shift of decades of fiscal policy in Nevada and 
one that the Metro Chamber is concerned about because how it will impact the long-term stability of the 
state’s budget. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 13, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 13, Nays: 8
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 12, 2019.

SENATE BILL 153: 
Revises provisions relating to collective bargaining
Sponsor: Senator David Parks

SB 153 deals with provisions governing collective bargaining, and includes a section relating to the 
restoration of “evergreen” clauses within Collective Bargaining Agreements (CBAs) between unions and 
local governments. The bill decreases the number of negotiations sessions from eight to four before the 
issues are submitted to an arbitrator. The bill also authorizes a local government employer to provide 
leave to an employee for time spent during union services and duties. The Metro Chamber is opposed to 
SB 153 due to the inflexibility of evergreen clauses and the great potential expense to local governments 
budgets funded by taxpayer dollars.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 13, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 12, Nays: 7, Excused: 2
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor. 
Effective Date: June 6, 2019.

SENATE BILL 172: 
Makes various changes to the Consolidated Local Improvements Law
Sponsor: Senator Joseph Hardy

SB 172 revises the accounting requirements placed on counties and municipalities relating to their Local 
Improvement Districts. Accountability and transparency of the tax dollars that our members pay has 
long been a Chamber priority. The Chamber supported this bill in its efforts to keep local tax dollars 
accountable within Local Improvement Districts.
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Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 0, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 183: 
Provisions Relating to Nevada’s Open Meeting Law
Sponsor: Senator Pete Goicoechea 

SB 183 would have strengthened Nevada’s Open Meeting Law pertaining to how public meeting agendas 
are posted relating to revisions and modifications so that they are clear to the general public including 
what the revisions are and the date of the revisions. The bill would have also required governmental 
agencies to provide a detail summary of the meeting. It would require state and local governmental 
entities to give businesses at least 10 business days to respond to surveys, questionnaires and Business 
Impact Statements. The Metro Chamber supported this bill because it will provide greater transparency 
and understanding for the public relating to public meetings and provide businesses more time to respond 
to Business Impact Statements.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Finance. As a 
result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 205: 
Requires the Office of Grant Procurement, Coordination and Management of 
the Department of Administration to create a pilot program to award grants 
of money to certain governmental and nonprofit organizations
Sponsor: Senator Marilyn Dondero-Loop 

SB 205 would have provided a vehicle for awarding grant money to both governmental and nonprofit 
organizations requiring local matching funds to qualify for federal grants. The Metro Chamber supported 
the legislation as it allows additional opportunities for local governments and nonprofits to qualify for 
additional federal grant monies. Increasing Nevada’s share of federal grant dollars has been a long-
standing priority of the Metro Chamber and the Southern Nevada Forum.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Government 
Affairs. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 206: 
Provisions relating to federal Grants 
Sponsor: Senator Marilyn Dondero-Loop

SB 206 pertained to efforts relating to maximizing Nevada’s federal grants acceptance process and 
revising the timeline that the Interim Finance Committee has to approve grants from 45 days to 30 days. 
The Metro Chamber supported this bill as it has been a longstanding priority to increase Nevada’s share 
of federal grants. This bill originally emerged from the Southern Nevada Forum during the 2017 
Legislative Session.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate. As a result, the bill received 
no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SNP

SNP
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SENATE BILL 207: 
Revises provisions governing apprentices
Sponsor: Senator Chris Brooks

SB 207 sets the requirements for contractors bidding on public works projects over the amount of 
$1,000,000 to comply with certain levels of apprentice staffing on the project. Additionally, SB 207 
requires subcontractors to comply with certain levels of apprentice employment or pay a monetary 
penalty. The Metro Chamber opposed SB 207 because of the additional difficulty skilled and qualified 
contractors and companies could find in bidding on public works projects. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 27, Nays: 12, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 13, Nays: 8
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: January 1, 2020.

SENATE BILL 224: 
Changes to Reporting of PERS Information
Sponsor: Senator Julia Ratti

This bill changes how certain information in the records and files of the Public Employee Retirement 
System are reported to the public. The Metro Chamber originally opposed the bill as it would reduce 
transparency related to taxpayer funded positions in Nevada, but the adopted version restored the name 
of the employee, occupation, agency, and compensation. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 24, Nays: 16, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote:Yeas: 11, Nays: 10
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.
 

SENATE BILL 233: 
Revises provisions relating to capital improvement funds
Sponsor: Senator Pete Goicoechea

SB 233 streamlines the process by which a school district can apply for grants from the Fund to Assist 
School Districts in Financing Capital Improvement Projects under emergency conditions. Under current 
law there are several conditions which need to be met for a school district to apply for an emergency grant 
to replace severely deteriorating, damaged and degraded property and buildings. SB 233 streamlines this 
process by focusing the emergency requirements on the state of the property and building(s) for which 
the grant is being requested. The Chamber supported this bill as it allows for school districts to more 
quickly deal with repairs and replacements to buildings and properties, potentially saving taxpayer money 
by addressing issues preemptively.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 0, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: May 29, 2019.
 

SENATE BILL 272: 
Revises provisions relating to the Public Employees’ Retirement System 
(PERS)
Sponsor: Senator Melanie Schieble

SB 272 would have changed the rate that certain law enforcement and supporting organizations, mainly 
Nevada Highway Patrol (NHP) and NHP Dispatch, receive PERS contributions from the State. With an 
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increase in the State’s PERS contribution, this bill would have addressed the pay disparity between NHP 
and other law enforcement organizations statewide. The Metro Chamber opposed this bill because it 
is designed to address a pay disparity, but it does so by adding additional obligations to the already 
burdened PERS system instead of addressing salary rates and classifications at the departmental level.  

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate. As a result, the bill received 
no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
 

SENATE BILL 310: 
Enacts provisions requiring the payment of deposits and refunds on certain 
beverage containers sold in this State 
Sponsor: Senator Melanie Schieble

SB 310 would originally have required a deposit of five cents per container to be paid by the purchaser 
of a beverage served in a glass, plastic or aluminum container, with the exceptions of milk and wine. 
This deposit would be available for refund later at an approved recycling center upon the return for 
processing of the container. Additionally, all eligible containers would have been required to have their 
Nevada refund value printed clearly on the outside or on the label, an additional cost for manufacturers 
that would likely discourage smaller companies from entering the Nevada marketplace. SB 310 was later 
amended to allow cities and counties to pursue pilot recycling exchange programs with a similar refund 
per bottle mechanism but did not include the mandatory retailer language. The Metro Chamber remained 
in opposition because of the additional difficulties mandatory recycling programs could create for retailers 
in areas with pilot programs.  

Assembly Vote: No vote was taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote was taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate. As a result, the bill received 
no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 322: 
Revises provisions relating to peace officers
Sponsor: Senator Nicole Cannizzaro

SB 322 would have expanded the definitions of peace officers for purposes of workers’ compensation for 
heart and lung diseases. While previously the NRS had utilized a specific list of personnel likely to have 
the potential for developing heart or lung conditions related to their service, SB 322 would have expanded 
the eligible list to “any person upon whom some or all of the powers of a peace officer are conferred”. The 
Metro Chamber opposed this expansion of the definition of eligible individuals as it has the potential to 
drastically increase cost to taxpayer.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Finance. As a 
result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
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SENATE BILL 340: 
Revises provisions relating to public works 
Sponsor: Senator Marilyn Dondero-Loop

SB 340 would have expanded the definition of employees covered under prevailing wage in a public 
works project. The bill would have required that those workers employed at the site of a public work or 
necessary to the execution of a public work would be subject to prevailing wage. The Metro Chamber 
was opposed to SB 340 due to the broad and vague definitions it would have had on workers on project 
ancillary to public works.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly. As a result, the bill received 
no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 398: 
Revises provisions relating to affordable housing 
Sponsor: Senator Julia Ratti

SB 398 relates to current laws regarding affordable housing, more specifically limitations on local 
governments under current Nevada Law. As a Dillon Rule state, Nevada reserves certain powers, including 
taxation, to the State Legislature. Under the provisions of SB 398, municipalities would have been allowed 
expanded authority for the purpose of increasing the affordable housing supply, more specifically the 
ability to adopt rent control and inclusionary zoning ordinances. The Metro Chamber opposed this bill, 
for both the policies it names as specific powers of municipalities, and especially its expansion of fiscal 
home rule.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: Yeas: 15, Nays: 6
Final Action:The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly Committee on Government 
Affairs. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

SENATE BILL 459: 
Provides for collective bargaining by certain state employees
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Government Affairs

SB 459 would have allowed Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) employees to collectively 
bargain and form unions, based on their general occupation. It sets general ground rules for a union to 
be organized through an election, prohibits strikes and sets what topics can be covered in collective 
bargaining negotiations, including pay and benefits. The Metro Chamber opposed the unionization of 
NSHE employees, due not only to the increase in cost to the taxpayer, but the higher education system 
as well.

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly.
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate. As a result, the bill received 
no further consideration during the legislative session. 
Effective Date: Not applicable.
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SENATE BILL 495: 
Creates the Office of the Small Business Advocate
Sponsor: Senator Nicole Cannizzaro

SB 495 would have created the Office of the Small Business Advocate within the Office of the Lieutenant 
Governor. The purpose of the office would be to provide information and resources to Nevada’s 
small businesses. The office have also been responsible in helping coordinate state agencies and local 
governments with small businesses. The Metro Chamber supported the bill as this will provide additional 
resources to Nevada’s small businesses. 

Assembly Vote: No vote taken by the Assembly. 
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Assembly. As a result, the bill received 
no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.
 

Lobbyist Joshua Hicks addresses Metro Chamber Members about homebuilder issues such as construction 
defects and related legislation during the 2019 Legislative Session.
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT 

The Metro Chamber has a legacy of supporting the construction of multi-modal 
and inter-modal transportation systems that promotes regional connectivity, 
increases productivity, and reduces congestion. A strong and reliable 
transportation system means economic stability, job creation, and business 
growth for Southern Nevada. Transportation projects are important to the 
region’s efforts to increasing economic developments, and initiatives. A robust 
transportation system is beneficial to both employers and employees.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 30: 
Revises provisions governing water
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Mining

AB 30 would have addressed Monitoring, Management and Mitigation (3M) plans relating to water permits 
and certain projects approved by the State Engineer. This legislation would have attempted to provide 
some clarity regarding the role and authority of the State Engineer in preempting this litigation. The bill 
would have also allowed the State Engineer the ability to hold a public hearing on these plans. The Metro 
Chamber opposed the bill because of concerns of the impact these plans may have on Southern Nevada 
and its ability to secure water resources in the future. Historically, these types of water projects and 
permits have resulted in litigation surrounding the 3M plans adopted. 

Senate Vote:  Yeas: 31, Nays: 9, Excused: 2
Senate Vote:  No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because there was no vote taken by the Senate Committee on Natural 
Resources. As a result, the bill received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable.

ASSEMBLY BILL 62 : 
Revises provisions governing water
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Mining

As originally proposed, AB 62 would have attempted to address concerns about the practice of water 
speculation by implementing a stringent timeline of 15 years with variable 5-year extensions on permits 
for projects regarding water storage and beneficial use of acquired water rights. In doing so, AB 62 would 
have also dramatically expanded the authority of the State Engineer over permitting and extensions. The 
15-year time limit would not have allowed for flexibility to address changing economic conditions that can 
affect population and economic growth and will could have resulted in wasteful spending as the “use it or 
lose it” requirement would force local governments to rush projects forward to meet the deadlines. AB 62 
was ultimately amended to require the State Engineer to develop regulations to review multi-year water 
plans. The Metro Chamber was concerned with the original form of the legislation because it would have 
added unnecessary layers of legal liability, expense and complexity to local governments attempting to 
plan for future water needs. However, based on the amended version, the Metro Chamber removed its 
opposition to AB 62.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 28, Nays: 13, Excused: 1
Senate Vote:  Yeas: 12, Nays: 9
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 5, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 242: 
Makes various changes relating to regional commercial air service in Nevada 
State
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Leslie Cohen 

AB 242 creates the Nevada Air Service Development Commission, which will be a statewide program that 
will incentivize commercial airlines through a grant program to offer service to rural airports within the 
State. The Metro Chamber supported the bill because it can increase opportunities for tourism in Nevada’s 
rural communities and would align with efforts to grow the State’s ecotourism industry. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 2
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 3, 2019.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 282:  
Revises the Charter of the City of Henderson 
Sponsor: Assemblywoman Ellen Spiegel  

AB 282 addresses provisions within Nevada law governing local elections and provides circumstances under 
which municipalities may hold open ward elections. The bill addresses concerns of underrepresentation of 
voters within municipalities utilizing open ward election structures, allowing communities within cities to 
elect representatives addressing the specific needs and character of their specific neighborhoods. The bill 
directs for a city-wide referendum for the June 2021 General Election for Henderson residents to decide 
if they wish to move to closed ward elections. The Metro Chamber supported this legislation and other 
similar legislation that help provide accountable and transparent governance at all elected levels. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 39, Nays: 2, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 19, Nays: 0, Excused: 2
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 3, 2019.

SENATE BILL 358: 
Revises provisions relating to the renewable energy portfolio standard
Sponsor: Senator Chris Brooks 

SB 358 as amended focuses on encouraging and accelerating the development of new renewable energy 
projects in Nevada. As directed in the bill’s provisions, the requirement is for fifty percent of the state’s 
energy portfolio to come from renewable energy sources. The Metro Chamber supported the legislation 
because of the potential for Nevada to become a leader in renewable energy sources and economic 
development efforts.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 2
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 426: 
Revises provisions related to transportation
Sponsor: Committee on Growth and Infrastructure

SB 426 would provide the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada the flexibility to 
ensure that they are developing a comprehensive and feasible mobility plan. The original provisions of 
the law are set to expire on December 31, 2020 but this bill would extend that deadline until 2024. The 
Metro Chamber supported the bill as it will allow the RTCSN to develop a bill that best represents the 
transportation needs of residents of Southern Nevada.

Assembly Vote: 40, Nays: 0, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: October 1, 2019.
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SENATE BILL 501: 
Makes an appropriation for the relocation of the National Atomic Testing 
Museum
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Finance 

SB 501 originally allocated $1 million to the National Atomic Testing Museum in his efforts to relocate 
from the Desert Research Institute Building by UNLV to a location in downtown Las Vegas. As amended, 
SB 501 additionally included appropriations for The Springs Preserve, the Nevada State Museum, Vegas 
PBS and several other non-profit organizations. The Metro Chamber supported the bill as the relocation 
of the museum to Downtown Las Vegas would complement ongoing efforts to strengthen the offering 
of museums and educational programming in downtown.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 41, Nays: 0, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 14, Nays: 7
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 13, 2019.

SENATE BILL 533: 
Makes an appropriation to the Interim Finance Committee for allocation 
to Nevada Museum of Art, Inc. for the statewide expansion plan for the 
Northern and Southern Museum of Arts
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Finance 

SB 533 made a $5 million appropriation to the Museum of Art in order to secure matching federal grant 
dollars to fund the Northern and Southern expansion projects. The Metro Chamber supported SB 533 as 
the Southern Nevada branch will be located in downtown Las Vegas. 

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 31, Nays: 0, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 6, 2019.
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TAXES

The Metro Chamber’s tax policy decisions are based on fair and equitable 
taxes. It is based on the Metro Chamber’s principles that tax policy needs to 
be neutral, stable, transparent, and simple. These are necessary components of 
any good tax proposal to be considered by Nevada’s business community. To 
facilitate attracting new businesses to the state, it is evident that a state’s the 
tax structure must be steady and fair. This is clear as other states are becoming 
increasingly competitive in their attempts in attracting businesses to their 
states. It is also important to Nevada that we work to retain and grow existing 
businesses and industries.

In addition, the Metro Chamber opposed tax proposals that would be harmful 
to employers and employees and derail job creation efforts and economic 
recovery. The Metro Chamber opposes tax legislation that seeks to tax one 
specific industry or business, as this is regressive and deters economic growth.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 443: 
Revises provisions relating to taxes on retail sales
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Taxation

AB 443 will revise existing law as it pertains to the Clark County Sales and Use Tax Act of 2005 by 
removing the expiration of the tax in 2025 to fund more police officers. This bill maintains the current 
sales tax rate in Clark County. The Metro Chamber supported the measure as it will maintain the funding 
of approximately 690 police officers in Southern Nevada through the county sales tax, which is critical 
to the health and safety of residents and businesses.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 33, Nays: 8, Excused: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Excused: 1 
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: June 14, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 446: 
Revises the Nevada New Markets Jobs Act
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Taxation

The Nevada New Markets Jobs Act allows insurance companies to earn tax credits by making investments 
in qualified community development entities operating in low income communities. AB 446 revises the 
Nevada New Market Jobs Act by increasing the maximum creditable amount that an insurance company 
can invest from $5 million per year to $8 million. AB 446 would allow for greater investment directly into 
low income communities while providing a benefit to current Nevada businesses. The Metro Chamber 
supported AB 446 as it provides a successful example of incentivization of businesses to help provide 
support in low income areas.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 35, Nays: 5, Excused: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

ASSEMBLY BILL 538: 
Revises provisions governing certain taxes
Sponsor: Assembly Committee on Ways and Means

 AB 538, as proposed would, would eliminate the scheduled reduction of the Modified Business Tax (MBT) 
rate for Nevada’s businesses. The Metro Chamber opposed the legislation as it was part of the overall tax 
compromise plan that was adopted by the 2015 State Legislature that businesses would see a reduction 
in the MBT.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 27, Nays: 12, Excused: 2, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: No vote taken by the Senate.
Final Action: The bill failed because the Assembly rescinded the action of passage. As a result, the bill 
received no further consideration during the legislative session.
Effective Date: Not applicable. 
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SENATE BILL 545: 
Revises provisions governing the distribution of certain tax proceeds
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Finance 

SB 545 will redirect money that is generated from the 15 percent excise tax on retail marijuana sales to 
be deposited in the Distributive School Account (DSA) instead of the Account to Stabilize the Operation 
of State Government (Rainy Day Fund). The Metro Chamber supported this bill as it will direct dollars to 
the safe education fund.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 20, Nays: 0, Not Voting: 1
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: July 1, 2019.

SENATE BILL 448: 
Provides for transferable tax credits for affordable housing in this State
Sponsor: Senate Committee on Revenue and Economic Development  

SB 448 establishes a pilot program to provide $10 million worth of tax credits to developers of affordable 
housing projects. Since Affordable Housing developers rely on a variety of sources of funding to complete 
projects, the provision of a local source of funding will encourage further increase of the current Affordable 
Housing supply. The Metro Chamber recognizes the need for housing affordability in the State of Nevada 
as a key component of sustained economic growth, and the key role the Affordable Housing supply plays. 
For this reason, the Metro Chamber supported SB 448.

Assembly Vote: Yeas: 40, Nays: 1, Vacant: 1
Senate Vote: Yeas: 21, Nays: 0
Final Action: Bill signed into law by the Governor.
Effective Date: January 1, 2020.
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The Nevada State Legislature Building in Carson City, the building was built in 1971.
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Government Affairs Committee
Hugh Anderson, Chairman of Government Affairs  Committee - HighTower Las Vegas
Terry Shirey, Chairman of the Board of Trustees - Nevada State Bank
Thomas J.  Burns, Chairmain-Elect of the Board of Trustees - Cragin & Pike, Inc.
Michael Bolognini - Immediate Past Chairman of the Board of Trustees - Cox Communications 
Bob Ansara - Ricardo’s Mexican Restaurant
Jay Barrett - The JABarrett Company
Bob Brown - Opportunity Village
Mark Brown - Miracle Flights
MaryKaye Cashman - Cashman Equipment Co.
Tim Cashman - The Cashman Companies
Lisa de Marigny - Omni Limousine, Inc.
J.T. Foley - Las Vegas Sands
Craig S. Galati - LGA Architecture
Debra Gallo - BizPAC Chair - Southwest Gas
John Guedry - Bank of Nevada
Keith Hansen - Allegiant Travel Company
Dave Howell - Wells Fargo
Karlos LaSane - Caesars Entertainment Corp.
Lisa Levine - IGT
Rod Martin - Majestic Realty
Todd Mason - Wynn Resorts
Erin McMullen - Boyd Gaming Corporation
Bill Noonan - Boyd Gaming Corporation
George F. Ogilvie III, Esq. - McDonald Carano Wilson LLP
John O’Reilly - O’Reilly Law Group
Randy Robison - CenturyLink
Jennifer Simich - Republic Services
Todd Sklamberg - Sunrise Hospital & Medical Center
Judy Stokey - NV Energy
Sasha Sutcliffe-Stephenson - MGM Resorts International
Ted Wiens, Jr. -  Ted Wiens Tire & Auto
 

Government Affairs Staff
Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce
Paul J. Moradkhan, Vice President of Government Affairs 
David Dazlich, Director of Government Affairs
Carlos Fernandez, Policy Analyst 
Erica Valdriz, Fundraising Coordinator
 
Fennemore Craig
James Wadhams, Director 
Jesse Wadhams, Director
Tyre Gray, Associate 
Carolyn Turner, Government Relations Advisor

Mary Beth Sewald, President and CEO - Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce

WORKING FOR YOU

The Porter Group
Honorable Jon C. Porter, President & CEO
Major General (ret) Robert Herbert, Senior Vice President
Chris Porter, Vice President of Government Relations
Dan Mauer, Vice President 
Brian McAnallen, Vice President of Government Relations
Ashley Jonkey, Director of Government Affairs
Stephanie Walker, Director of Policy & Legislative Affairs
Rachel Layher, Director of Operations
Cameron Gresh, Legislative Assistant



For more information on the Las Vegas Metro Chamber Goverment Affairs department, 
visit LVChamber.com or call 702.641.5822


